ANNUAL REPORT
FOR 2020

INTRODUCTION

This report presents the main activities of the International Association of
Hydrogeologists Commission on Karst Hydrogeology - Karst Commission (KC) during the
year of 2020.

In 2020 Zoran Stevanovi¢ (Serbia), Augusto Auler (Brazil) and Zhang Cheng (China) were
formally the Chairs of the Karst Commission (KC). Augusto Auler served as the Principal
Chair until the end of April 2020, followed by Augusto Auler and Zoran Stevanovic
coordinating the KC until the end of 2020.

2020 was a special year for the KC because of its 50th anniversary. However, the COVID
pandemic affected some of the planned activities, such as the conference that was
schedule to host our annual meeting (this conference became a virtual one), our 50th
anniversary celebration (which was postponed) and our annual meeting (which was
cancelled).

ANNUAL MEETING

MEMBERSHIP

The KC closed the year with 73 members, with four new members in 2020: Junbing Pu
(China), Laurence Gill (lreland), Lee Anne Bledsoe (USA) and Jean-Baptiste Charlier
(France). We also have approximately 50 “Friends”, which are people interested in karst
(or young researchers) that are kept updated with our activities through our newsletter.
The list of “Friends” is informal, open to anyone interested and always growing.



FINANCES AND SPONSORSHIP

MEETINGS IN 2020

Unfortunately, no meetings were organized by the KC in 2020 due to the COVID

pandemic situation. However, our members have actively contributed to several virtual
events, including those organized by UNESCO-IHP, Western Kentucky University, IWRA,
etc.

COURSES IN 2020

NEW PUBLICATIONS

The major project during 2020 was the preparation of the Special Issue of Hydrogeology
Journal dedicated to karst. This Special Issue, intitled “Five decades of advances in karst
hydrogeology” was finalized in December 2020 and sent to Springer for publication. The
Special Issue contains 29 papers written by 97 authors from 20 countries. Most of the

papers are already on line and can be accessed at the journal’s website. The complete

Special Issue will be assembled and printed in February 2021.




COLLABORATIVE ARTICLES AND
PROJECTS

PROGRAMS

The KC currently has two programs, the well-established Young Karst Researcher Prize
and the new Funding for Young Scientists to Attend Karst Commission Conferences.

FUNDING FOR YOUNG SCIENTISTS TO ATTEND KARST COMMISSION
CONFERENCES

Three candidates were selected to receive funds to attend the KARST 2020 conference in
Bowling Green, Kentucky (USA). Due to the fact that the conference became a virtual one,
the funding was not offered in 2020.

FUNDING FOR LOW INCOME YOUNG SCIENTISTS TO ATTEND GEOTRIPS

The Geotrip planned for 2020 to Yellowstone National Park (USA) in conjunction with the
official 2020 meeting, KARST 2020 in Bowling Green, Kentucky, USA, was cancelled.
Thus, this funding was not offered in 2020.

YOUNG KARST RESEARCHER PRIZE

This prize was not offered in 2020 due to the fact that there was no official KC meeting
and conference.



SOCIAL MEDIA

KC NEWS

Twelve issues of the KC News, our monthly newsletter, were published in 2020 and sent
electronically to our members and friends.

FUTURE ACTIVITIES AND MEETINGS

KARST COMMISSION 50™ ANNIVERSARY

The Karst Commission had its 50th anniversary in 2020. A celebration was planned to
occur during the KARST 2020 meeting in Bowling Green, Kentucky (USA). However, this
meeting was initially postponed from May to August and then became a virtual one. It was
decided to postpone the ceremony to the EUROKARST 2021 in Malaga. However, with the

postponement of this conference, a decision is yet to be made regarding how to proceed.




MISCELLANEOUS

FINAL CONSIDERATIONS

2020, the year in which the KC turned 50 years old, was a peculiar one. With the COVID
pandemic many of our initiatives had to be postponed. 2021 will be the final year of the
current Chairmen and, with the resilience of the pandemic, many of our programs are
temporarily on hold. We are hoping for a better 2021 and for further productive 50 years
for the Karst Commission.




